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Summary of Proposal: 

The Life Science program consists of about 2500 students that are able to take a large variety of courses. 
This flexibility may make it difficult for those who are not sure what they want to do upon graduation to 
focus their goals and courses. The Life Science Career Tool Kit would be a specific, easy to access 
compilation of resources that would help students in the Life Science department identify careers that they 
may be interested in pursuing based on what they are passionate about as well as their competencies based 
on what courses they have taken. This would work in conjunction with the SCCE office, but it would be 
different from anything that is currently being done to help support Life Science students because of its 
integration into the two Life Science core courses. It is also different than anything that is currently being 
offered to students in terms of depth, specificity to the Life Science program and ease of access. This tool 
kit will encourage students to develop goals that would let them realize their full potential. It would do 
this by giving them the tools they need for self-directed reflection and to formally articulate what skills 
and experience employers or professional/graduate schools are looking for. The Life Science Career Tool 
Kit would include career information that are perhaps more specific to careers in the Life Sciences, 
important statistics of any known job markets, the path(s) required to achieve these career aspirations, etc.. 
It will also include a web module outlining how to gain important skills/experience that contribute to 
personal development, how to develop both short-term and long-term S.M.A.R.T. goals that will lead to 
their preferred career destination and how to identify and build on their strengths while working on their 
weaknesses. This resource would be offered online on the SCCE web page as well as on the Life 
Science’s web page. This differs from career and information nights or seminar courses in that the 
information is readily accessible at any time and there is no limit as to how many people can benefit from 
it due to spacing, budgets or time constraints. It is meant to help all Life Science students but it would 
provide most insight to first and second year students who may lack experience in goal setting and career 
planning and might not know where to begin. The start-up costs would be approximately $6319.50 and 
has the potential to impact 2500 plus students for a minimum of five years if it is implemented 
successfully.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Plan of Implementation: 
 
Once we received funding we would be able to compile a comprehensive list of resources 
specific to Life Science students. This research would be completed by a senior level student 
with about 10 hours a week being dedicated to this project from the SCCE office. The project 
would take place in the summer of 2013 and it would presumably take 2-3 months to collect the 
data, write a script for the web module and present it in a user-friendly fashion.  
The role of the student would be as follows: 

• Write an effective storyboard and for the web module that follows deadlines and fulfills 
the requirements of the Science Media Lab. 

• Research current labour market trends and synthesize resources. 
• Collaborate with both the Science Media Lab and the SCCE office, using both resources 

to create a polished finished product that highlights goal-setting and personal 
development, trends of careers in the Life Sciences and how to incorporate learning 
through volunteering/extracurricular activities with courses of interest.  

• Conducting focus groups in the fall/winter session of 2013 in order to assess the 
effectiveness of the tool kit. 
 

The student would create the storyboard which would be used by the Science Media Lab in order 
to install, create and put up the web module. Once the initial tool kit is assembled it would be 
implemented into the two core courses that all Life Science students are required to take in 
second year (Life Sci 2A03) and in third year (Life Sci 3A03) through the Life Science 
Program’s website and/or the SCCE website and through the courses’ pre-existing tutorials that 
are focused on career development. However, all students will be able to access the tool kit year 
round and regardless of whether they are currently enrolled in these courses of study.  
 
Expected Life: 
 
The web module would maintain its relevance because it will consist of personal development, 
goal setting in university and career planning tactics which are fundamental skills that are 
unlikely to change over time. The additional resources would be written and researched such that 
their information should be valid for about 5 years upon which if they need to be updated, 
additional funds may be needed. 
 

Expected Impact: 
 
The expected impact of the proposal is that it would be an important resource that all Life 
Science students (about 2500 students) can use as a reference in order to determine a career path 
that is suitable for them. Thus, it would help direct their program of study (which is important 
because the program is so broad) by helping them to better understand their options, capabilities 
and passions. The tool kit could be accessed by anyone in the Faculty of Science, and it’s 
incorporation into the Life Science core courses (2A03 and 3A03) would mean that Life Science 
students are readily aware of this resource and where to access it. Therefore, the expected impact 
is that more students would have access to important information in one place that is specific to 
them and they would be able to directly apply it to their lives inside and outside of class.  



 

Budget Justification 
The $2879.50 is necessary in order to compensate the student for creating the storyboard, conducting 
research, synthesizing information concisely and organizing the focus groups. The $3440.00 is an 
estimate of how much it would cost to develop an e-learning web module based on the Science Media 
Lab’s estimates. The web module would contain important and useful information that could be used by 
anyone in the Faculty of Science, and it would be expected to remain relevant to students indefinitely, 
making it a valuable permanent addition to the entire faculty. Implementing the tool kit online is 
important in order to make sure that the resource is easy to access, comprehensible and interactive. 
 

 
 

 

Project Budget (please attach a separate spreadsheet if additional room is required) 

Required Resources  Description Funds Required Funds Requested 
from ASF 

One upper year Life 
Science student 

Required in order to compile all this 
information, make it comprehensive, build a 
script for the online module and complete 
focus groups for the project in Fall 2013 

2879.50 based on 
130 hrs for an 
undergrad TA 

                  2879.50 

Online web module 
(all estimates verified by 
Science Media Lab based 
on hourly fees) 

  Layout and organization of the web 
module [4-5 days] 

 

 1500.00 1500.00 

    Royalty Free Images: [70-150 units] 400.00 400.00 

 Animations/Timings: [2-3 days] 

 

900.00 900.00 

  Audio recorded [Setup: 1 hour: $40] 

 

40.00 40.00 

  Some specialty slides will pull from polls, 
quizzes, etc. [1-2 days] 

 

600.00 600.00 

Total: $ 6319.50 $ 6319.50 



 
	  

	  


